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BRININGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 9t March,
at Briningham Village Hall.

Present: ClIrs, Helena Gregory (Chair) (HG), Tracey Gardner (TG), Chris Rix (CR), Parish Clerk —
Kerry. Harris (KH),

0 members of the public

26/01 Welcome and to consider apologies and reasons for absence.

HG welcomed everyone to the meeting. She gave hers and the Parish Council’s condolences to Clir
Gardner on the death of her mum, Jean Knowles, who had given much of her life to the service of
the Parish and as the Parish Clerk over many years. This was echoed by all persons present.

Apologies were accepted by All for Clir J Rix.

26/02 To receive declarations of Interest and request for dispensations for any agenda item
There were none.

26/03 To approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15t December 2025.

These were Approved by All on a Proposal by TG and seconded by CR and were signed by HG.
26/04 Matters arising in the Minutes (for information only), not included on the agenda.

The General Rules are now on display on the Memorial Field..

26/05 Open forum for Public Participation.

(i) Questions and Comments from residents and members of the public.

There were no members of the public present but the Clerk had received an email from a resident
pertaining to agenda item 8 (ii) dog walking on the Memorial Field and other Allotment matters. The
Chair agreed to discuss all matters under 8 (ii).

(i) No reports had been received from NCC Clir Aquarone or NNDC Clir Brown

26/06 Financial and Governance Matters

(i) To Approve the cashbook, Receipts and Payments since the last meeting and to note
spending against budget.

The Balance in the Current Account is £6,192.88. The Balance in the Business Premium Account is
£10,376.66. The Balance in the NS&I Account is £6,607.03.

Receipts since the last meeting — Allotment rents £400.00, Allotment deposit £400.00, Interest —
Barclays: £30.19, Interest NS&I £65.42

Payments to be Approved: NPTS Training — Councillor £72.00, Clerk’s salary: January — March
£385.45, Tax on salary £96.20, Microsoft renewal (reimbursement to clerk) £84.99, Clerk’s
expenses £20.19, Hall Hire (2025) £41.25, NPTS Annual Subscription Renewal £72.00

This was Approved by All on a Proposal by HG and Seconded by CR.
(i) To review and Approve the following Policies:
Data Protection for Councillors, Information Audit, Risk Management, Co-Option

There were no questions. Councillors present read and completed the Data Protection forms for
Councillors. The policies were Approved by All on a Proposal by HG and Seconded by TG.
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(iii) To Approve a contribution towards Training costs for the Clerk to attend the following
courses; £11.00 to be paid to Thursford PC (Internal Audit course) & £11.20 to be paid to
Gunthorpe with Bale PC (NPTS Spring Seminar) plus 20% contribution towards mileage
for each course — held in venues in Costessy.

This was Approved by All on a Proposal by HG and Seconded by TG.

26/07 To receive an update on the new website and Clerk’s email address

Both the new email address and website are in use. There is a notice on the old website directing
viewers to the new website, and the old website is no longer being updated. CR confirmed that the
new website is locatable on search engines. KH asked Councillors to let her know if they would like
any amendments to the new site.

26/08 To receive an update on Allotment matters and to Approve any action
(i) To consider new applications for the Memorial Field

There have been none.
(ii) To Approve any action on dog walking on the Memorial Field

TG is concerned that the Memorial Field is becoming known in the local area beyond Briningham as
a Dog Walking Field and that this could impact on the Farmer renting the field leading to the Council
losing the rental and hedge cutting services provided. After a discussion, Councillors accepted that
the Field is not monitored, so it would not be possible to prevent members of the public walking their
dogs there, however the field is only covered by insurance for those using the field for legitimate
purposes approved by the Parish Council. It was agreed that there should be a notice at either end
of the field to notify members of the public that “This is not a public right of way”

To respond to the email from the resident:

“villager folk have historically enjoyed padding around the perimeter of the village allotment field
with (or without) their canine chums and | would hope that would continue”.

This field was gifted to the village for allotments. Anyone using the field who is not an allotment
holder enters the field at their own risk.

“on the topic of gates ... that if that goes forward... should ‘the farmer’ be funding the one down the
far end, if it is to ‘secure’ their plot? In the manner of their fellow allotment holders being
responsible for fencing and gating their allotments”

Allotment holders have been given permission to erect fencing around their allotments to protect
their crops. It is neither a right nor an expectation. The Parish Council are considering whether to
erect gates to secure access to their land. The allotment holder and the farmer will be informed of
any decision made by the Parish Council.

“re allotments signage, while obviously economical, would it not be rather sad if it there were to be
more plastic signs, going up permanently”

The Parish Council endeavour to keep the precept and allotment rents at the lowest possible
amount. Signage on the field is a necessity for legal and insurance purposes. If residents would
prefer permanent purpose-built noticeboards this can be considered by the Parish Council.

26/09 To receive an update and Approve any Action on Highway matters
There is no update

(i) To consider any action regarding gritting roads in Briningham

Early in the winter season the Gritting Lorry was unable to get through the village due to an uncut
hedge which damaged the vehicle — Councillors agreed that access to the village by the Gritting
Lorry is important and will consider producing a Newsletter to inform residents of actions required at
certain times of year. This will be added to the next agenda

(i) To consider any action regarding additional road signs in the village

Briningham Parish Council Minutes 9t March 2026
3 pages 1 appendix
DRAFT until AGREED at following meeting



44

HG will contact the Highways Engineer to investigate the possibility of installing additional signs in
the village

26/10 To receive an update on any Planning matters and Approve any action.
(i) PF/26/0078 Bramble Cottage, Brinton Road: Conversion of garage to kitchen/living space
and creation of single storey pitched roof link between dwelling and converted garage
Councillors have no objection to this application and support a neutral response. They would like
more information on what is planned.

26/11 To note any Correspondence

Notice of adoption of NNDC Local Plan NALC — Woodland rust — free trees
NNDC responses to MHCLG consultation on LGR NPTS list of training courses
Wcfchandlers.co.uk — savings on heating oil costs

26/12 To note dates for future meetings

Mondays -2026, 11" May, 20" July — Annual Parish Meeting: before the Annual PC meeting on 11™
May

26/13 Any other business — for information and future agenda

CR reported a resident’s complaint about pigs escaping onto his land. This has now been resolved
and the pigs have been relocated.

26/14 To close the meeting
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.05pm
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