BRININGHAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 15t May 2025, at Briningham
Village Hall at 7pm.

Present: Chair Clir Helena Gregory (Chair of the Parish Council), Parish Clerk — Kerry Harris
9 Residents and electors

Welcome and Apologies
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.

Review minutes of the meeting held on May 13t 2024

The Clerk informed the meeting that reports were presented from the following residents at the
Annual Parish meeting in 2024: the Chair of the Parish Council, the Churchwardens for St Maurice,
Briningham and a report on Anglian Water investigation into Section 101A investigation in the
village.

Topics discussed in the resident’s forum were the following:
Speeding in the Parish
Allotment land survey

Annual Report from the Chair of the Parish Council
It has been a peaceful year for the Council — as one might expect in a tranquil, convivial
community.

We have strengthened our financial reserves at no additional cost to residents — you may have
noticed on your Council Tax bill that this is reflected as a -1.4% increase on the precept. |
understand that there are residents who wish we could return to the days of a zero precept but
sadly there is so much bureaucracy that councils must conform to that we have to engage the
services of a good clerk. In Kerry Harris we have an extremely good clerk and | acknowledge that
here today and extend my deepest thanks to her. | am sure that my fellow Councillors agree with
this sentiment.

The main project this year was to engage a professional surveyor to accurately measure all the
parcels of land under the management of the Parish Council and to redesign the layout of the
Memorial Field to provide allotments fit for the 215t Century including intersecting pathways and
borders. This has also enabled us to resolve any anomalies over the land on which the Village Hall
sits, and we now understand that the footprint of the Hall and the gravelled parking area comes
under the management of the Village Hall Committee.

In line with our previous actions regarding the Biodiversity Act, we continue to monitor and improve
the scope of the flora within the Parish. Monitoring was dealt a blow when the Highways
Department mowed the verges in late Spring last year, but species we introduced onto the
Memorial Field continue to thrive, particularly the cowslips, so we will continue to build on this.

Last year we were extremely pleased to see the return of the milestone after an absence of seven
years. The refurbishment and reinstatement were paid for by the County Council.

Sadly there were some random acts of vandalism in the parish in the last year. These have not
been repeated, so hopefully the individual who carried them out has not returned to the area.
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Finally | would like to wish you all peace and health for the coming year.

St Maurice, Briningham - Churchwarden’s Report for 2024,

We are blessed to have the Revd. Dr. Trudie Morris as Priest-in-Charge of the B&B Benefice. St
Maurice has one service on the first Sunday of each month at 9.30am, alternating between Holy
Communion (BCP) and Morning Worship, which are taken by Trudie and Carol. The services are
well received by our congregation, which averages fifteen, plus three young children. Coffee and
refreshments are always enjoyed on these occasions.

Church services and special events are available to us every Sunday at other churches in our
benefice. All of those are listed in the Briston and District News which, together with Revd. Trudie’s
weekly Sunday reading and events leaflet, keeps us all in touch. Thank you Trudie for all your hard
work, care and warmth. Carol, we always appreciate your services and company too. Thank you.
Our regular PCC Meetings are now held with Brinton, which we feel works well.

Church Events

On the 23™ of March an Easter Craft Fayre was held in Briningham Village Hall. This was a very
well attended and busy day, with beautiful crafts. Teas, coffee and a light lunch were served by the
Church volunteers to raise funds for the Church Fabric Fund.

On the 5" of April a large group of people gathered to clear, strim and mow the Churchyard. Coffee
and cakes were served to keep up energy levels and with everyone working hard together, it was
an enjoyable and social day.

On 8" April snowdrops were kindly donated and planted in the churchyard..

On 24" May a team of volunteers from Briningham and Brinton provided teas for the Stody Lodge
Estate open day. We were blessed with warm, sunny weather and the volunteers were kept
extremely busy serving a variety of cakes, sausage rolls and drinks.

On 25" August the annual Village Garden Party, in aid of St Maurice, Briningham, was held in the
grounds of Briningham House. We thank them hugely for their kind, warm and generous hospitality.
The support and help of the village communities working together created a wonderful, fun
atmosphere. The very happy occasion was helped by sunny, warm, if breezy, weather.

On 26" September the funeral took place of David Barkway. The funeral was very well attended by
David’s family and many local people. David had been a church warden at St Maurice for 53 years.
He was a farmer in Briningham and dedicated his life to caring for the church building, churchyard,
church community and church events. His love and care for the church was endless and it is fitting
that he is now buried in the churchyard. Briningham is very grateful for his long devotion to the
Church.

On 27" September the funeral took place of Ralph Jackson. Ralph was a treasured member of St.
Maurice’s congregation. He loved and cared for the Church and recorded a plan of the churchyard.
On the 23 November and the 6" December a Christmas Craft fayre took place in Briningham
Village Hall. There were more wonderful crafts for sale and again, teas, cakes and a light soup
lunch was served by Church volunteers, to raise money for the Church fabric Fund. This was a
most enjoyable and social village event.

On the 1 December we had our Advent Service. There were seven readings by Briningham
villagers and five children also took part in the service to make a nativity scene. Mulled wine and
mince pies gave a good feeling to the start of Advent.

On the 17" December a candlelit church provided the perfect atmosphere for carol-singing at 5pm.
Many people came, including those who do not often come to church. After the service the Village
Christmas Party was held, in the Church this year. This made a perfect village Christmas gathering.
Many thanks to Trudie and our special organist, Jeremy.

Organist Thank you Jeremy for being our amazing organist at every service in 2024.

Flower Rota the church would like to thank everyone on the flower rota for providing flowers and for
caring for the church throughout the year.
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Residents Forum

Vandalism — there have been no updates. The window has been replaced and new security
cameras installed. The police have no leads.

Anglian Water — Mains Drainage (S.101A) — The resident leading the application has received a
letter from Anglian Water stating that, although the area meets the criteria for mains drainage,
nothing will be done as there is no money left. It was suggested that residents improve their septic
tanks. Residents may appeal.

Memorial Field — Consider fencing off the wildflower area to prevent damage from hedge cutting.
This would require a conversation with the farmer.

Close meeting
The meeting closed at 7.18pm
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