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BRININGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 1st September 2025, 

at Briningham Village Hall. 
 

Present: Cllrs, Helena Gregory (Chair) (HG), Tracey Gardner (TG), Chris Rix (CR), Jackie Rix (JR), 

Parish Clerk – Kerry. Harris (KH), NNDC Cllr Andrew Brown (AB), 4 members of the public 

25/33 Welcome and to consider apologies and reasons for absence. 

HG welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies were accepted by Cllrs for Cllr Hugh Crossley. 

25/34 To receive declarations of Interest and request for dispensations for any agenda item  

HG declared an interest in item 10 (I, ii, iii)1 – Allotment matters relating to the Memorial Field – 
Rent review, General Rules and Installation of Gates. 

25/35 To approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st May 2025. 

These were Approved by All on a Proposal by CR and seconded by JR and were signed by HG. 

25/36 Matters arising in the Minutes (for information only), not included on the agenda. 

There were none. 

25/37 To note Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 1st May 2025. 

These were noted and there were no amendments 

25/38 Open forum for Public Participation. 

(i) Questions and Comments from residents and members of the public.  

A resident requested a circular access route for vehicles on the allotments for deliveries. It is not 

possible to enlarge the path adjacent to the final allotment as this could lead to compaction of the 

soil making it unsuitable for future allotment use. It was agreed that vehicles could use the tractor 

route along the hedgeline. The resident said that she found the entrance to the Allotments very 

steep – Cllrs informed her that this is being addressed later on the agenda. 

A resident  

(ii)   To receive reports from NCC Cllr Aquarone and NNDC Cllr Brown 

No written report had been received from Cllr Aquarone, however AB informed the meeting that he 
can pass on any issues to him. 
 
AB had sent a written report which addressed changes to voting entitlement, to include 16 and 17 
year olds; National Government funding for homelessness; best in Norfolk for Council Tax & 
Business rates; with other Norfolk councils, successfully bid for money from the Government Warm 
Homes Local Grant; advice on flagpoles and a local government reform update. 
 

25/39 To receive an update on any Planning matters and Approve any action. 

There have been no planning applications 
 

25/40 To receive an update on Devolution and the Reorganisation of Local Government 

Final proposals for Unitary Authorities have to be submitted to the Government by 26th September. 
 
AB stated that there are currently 3 options in play: 
 

• 1 Unitary authority for the whole of Norfolk, favoured by Norfolk CC. The Unitary would have 
responsibility for 930 000 people 
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• 2 Unitary authorities – ie an East/West split – this is favoured by 2 of the current Districts 
 

• 3 Unitary authorities – with an extended Norwich and the remainder of the County split 
East/West, with the majority of North Norfolk being in the Eastern Unitary 

 
All parties are meeting together in September to share details of all submissions. It is not known 
when the Government will make their final decision nor when the first election will be. 
 
There will be an election for the combined Mayor of Norfolk & Suffolk in May 2026. 
 

25/41 Financial and Governance Matters 

(i) To Approve the cashbook, Receipts and Payments since the last meeting. 

The Balance in the Current Account is £4,015.89. The Balance in the Business Premium Account is 
£10,278.10. The Balance in the NS&I Account is £6,541.61.  

Receipts since the last meeting – first half of precept £1,180.00 

Payments to be Approved: C. Harris (Clerk’s Salary, April - June) £407.98; HMRC (Tax on salary) 
£101.80; National Allotment Society (Annual Subscription) £84.00  

This was Approved by All on a Proposal by JR and Seconded by HG. 

(ii) To note the Local Government Pay Award of 3.2% 

This was noted.  

(iii) To review and Approve the Asset Register 

This was reviewed and Approved by All on a Proposal by HG and Seconded by CR. 

(iv) To appoint Mrs Di Dann as the Internal Auditor for 2025 – 26 Financial Year 

This was Approved by All on a Proposal by JR and Seconded by CR. 

(v) To Approve the following policies: IT 

2 typos were noted and section 7 will be expanded and clarified to explain Councillor responsibilities 
on their personal IT equipment. With these amendments the IT policy was Approved by All on a 
Proposal by HG and Seconded by JR. 

(vi) To Approve Training costs for the Clerk (cost + mileage - 20% of total): SLCC Annual 
Conference £13.72, NPTS Autumn Seminar £17.94 – Total £31.66. 

This was Approved by All on a Proposal by HG and Seconded by TG 

AB and 2 residents left. 

25/42 To consider the guidance for websites and email addresses from the 2025 Practitioners 

Guide Assertion 10 and Approve any action 

KH reported - Assertion 10: Email Management – Every authority must have a generic email 
account hosted on an authority owned domain. They also require the council’s email address to be 
.gov.uk (or .org.uk)  

The Clerk had brought 2 proposals to the meeting.  

The first entailed a one-off cost to upgrade the website and obtain a single .gov.uk email address for 
the Clerk. The only additional annual cost would be for hosting the domain. The Council would be 
responsible for any further work on the website or additional .gov.uk email addresses. 

The second option provides a full service including hosting and up to 20 email addresses for 
Councillors and the Clerk. Ongoing website maintenance and upgrades formed part of the package, 
but the annual charge was higher. 
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The Clerk will retain responsibility for uploading material to the website in both scenarios 

Cllrs considered the proposals and Approved the complete package offered by Parish Online for 
reasons of resilience and future proofing on a Proposal by HG and Seconded by CR. JR wanted it 
recorded in the minutes that she felt pushed into a corner and had Approved with reluctance. 

25/43 To receive an update on Allotment matters and to Approve any action 

KH and TR had recently undertaken a Risk Assessment of the Memorial Field Allotments. This was 
reported to Cllrs: 

Entrance to the site: CR informed the meeting that consideration was being given to the entrance to 
the Memorial Fields Allotments and a full proposal of actions to improve the entrance will be brought 
to the next meeting. 

Main Boundary Path: Agreed earlier in the meeting – the tractor path along the hedge is available 
for vehicles to use; Mound of waste vegetation – this will be removed, and allotment holders will be 
reminded that all waste needs to remain on their allotment. Main path mowings should be left in situ. 

Allotment Boundary paths – ruts alongside allotment 41 would be dealt with if the allotment is let. 

Central pathway – no action required 

Plot maintenance – no action required 

Trees – trees adjacent to Allotment 41 – 43 – no action required 

Sheds – are the property and responsibility of allotment holders 

Evidence of vermin – none reported 

Noticeboard with Rules & Regulations and contact details – to be erected before the next meeting. 

HG left the room for the duration of discussions on Memorial Field matters 

(i) To review and Approve Allotment rents for the Year starting 28th October 2026 

It was agreed that smaller regular increases in rent were preferable to a large rise after a prolonged 
period. 

Rent for a full 20 rod allotment will increase to £50 per year (from £48 – last increase 2020) with 
effect from 28th October 2026 

Rent for a half allotment (currently £30 – set 2024) will stay the same. 

The rent for the remainder of the field will not increase – this will be reviewed next year. 

This was Approved by All on a Proposal by CR and seconded by TG. 

Recreation Field (currently £372, latest increase2022) will not be increased 

(ii) To review and Approve the General Rules relating to Allotment Tenancy for the Year 
starting 28th October 2025 

The following rules will be added: 

• No waste, green or otherwise, will be placed by any allotment holder outside of their 
allotment 

• No fires to be lit on the allotments between 1st May and 1st October 

This was Approved by All on a Proposal by CR and Seconded by JR. 

(iii) To receive an update on the installation of gates and an Information Board for the 
Memorial Field 

There is no update on gates to the field. 

This is deferred. 
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The Noticeboard will be installed – as above. 

HG rejoined the meeting 

25/44 To receive an update and Approve any Action on Highway matters 

TG expressed concern about the damage done to the triangle of Green at the junction with the 
B1110 which had occurred by vehicles bypassing the closure of the road and driving across the 
Green. 
KH will contact the Highways Engineer and request a “No Entry” sign 
  

25/45 To receive an update on biodiversity in the Parish and to Approve any action 

The rewilding area has been cut. The cut grass is still in situ. 

 

25/46 To note any Correspondence 

Report from MP Steff Aquarone   NCC Unitary Presentation 
Allotments – Info requested re bonfires  NPTS Updates 
Allotments – permission requested for shed  NNDC Local Gov’t Reorganisation 
Parish Partnership     National Allotment Soc Membership renewal 
Fakenham Neighbourhood police meetings  MP Steff Aquarone summer tour 
Community Outreach Officers info   Survey re access to cash 
Local Plan modification consultation 
 

25/47 To set dates for future meetings 

Mondays - 2025 1st December, 2026, 9th March, 11th May, 20th July 

25/48 Any other business – for information and future agenda  

CR – the Environment Agency have suggested that Briningham will be added to the schedule for 
new drainage works – further information is expected by the end of September but, as yet, there is 
no timeline. 

25/48 To close the meeting 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45pm 

 

 

 

Signed:  ……………………………….  Date:  ………………. 


