BRININGHAM PARISH COUNCIL ALLOTMENT OPEN MORNING - 2.12.23
And NPTS Responses and Advice to queries 

Present: 8 residents, 3 Councillors

Literature available: historic site plan for the War Memorial Field, BPC Allotment Policy, GOV.UK guidance on complying with the biodiversity duty (as per the Environment Act 2021), Norfolk ALC example policy, draft model action plan.
Councillor Gregory welcomed all residents to the Open Morning and explained that under new guidance included in the Environment Act 2021 all Local Authorities had a duty to preserve and enhance biodiversity on land which they either owned or managed. In the case of BPC this could include the Recreation Field, the War Memorial Field, Amenity Land, hedgerows, verges and greens. HG briefly outlined examples of how biodiversity could be enhanced; she then invited comments and questions from all present.

· Who is going to police this and what are the penalties for non-compliance?
· Is it mandatory and what if other authorities do not agree with our proposed actions?
· Is there funding available to facilitate our proposals?
NPTS Response: I don't specifically know of any however, I am sure there will be funding opportunities out there, have you tried Googling Biodiversity Funding, also, you could approach your District and County Councils.
· Can we plant verges with (for example) wildflowers and, if so, how can we interact with the Highways Department to manage these areas sympathetically?
NPTS Response: Yes, I believe you can, I suggest you speak with your Highways Engineer to plan how this could be created and managed. You need to work with your Highways Engineer.
· Allotment Field hedge has been cut at just the wrong time of year – just when birds are needing food for winter. Can with liaise with the farmer so this does not happen in future?
· The Act is an opportunity not a restriction. We need to identify the opportunities, then troubleshoot the problems.
· The Allotment Field is under used, we need to give nature a helping hand.
· The pond in the Allotment Field could be reinstated and, as has happened with the pond in the field behind the church, could be returned to nature within two or three years.
· There are grants and advice available – the Norfolk Rivers Trust may advise on reinstating the pond.
· We need to be looking at planting more trees, installing bird boxes, bat boxes, hedgehog houses; encouraging bees and insects.
· Do any changes to the Allotment Field need the approval of the Secretary of State or does this act supersede that necessity?
NPTS Response: There is no act that would supercede the Allotment Acts.  If you have a plan to benefit biodiversity on any of your allotment land and provided there is no waiting list, then the Parish Council could do what they wanted to progress their plan. It remains important to recognise that the prime use of the land was and remains allotment land and should a need arise for allotments then you would have to re-instate the allotments. There would only be a need to contact the Secretary of State for permission should you wish to give the allotment land up completely.
· All present agreed this could be a very positive step.
Several residents expressed interest on being part of a working party.

Three residents expressed opinions via email:
· Biodiversity Net Gain only applies to new developments, not allotments (this is included in the Act but is separate to the duty of Parish Councils)
· I have looked through the Act but cannot see its relevance to allotments.
· If the meeting is also considering the Recreation Field, perhaps this could be rented to a farmer to gain more income for the Parish.
· It seems untimely and unfair to existing tenants to consider changing the situation. I think the allotments should be left as they are now.
